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193U-Carlton comes back

SELDOM has football in Victoria reached a higher
I

standard than in 1938 - the year the Blues carne f

back.
I Exhilarating football
¡
by the stronger League

¡ clubs gave fans 22
¡ weeks of sheer delight.

¡ It was a memorable
I

season of textbook
¡ football, astonishing
1
form reversals and

¡close, tense, liard
¡
fought games.

¡ Sotting the pace, the
§ Blues were never headed.
I They overcame their finals
I hoodoo to sweep on to
1 their first pennant since
¡ 1915.

I . Laurie Nash, one of the
1 greatest players in the
| game between the wars,
| transferred from South
1 ¡Melbourne lo Camberwell
| without a clearance. His
| move renewed trafficking
I in players between League
| and Association.

| and Association.

| . Twenty-seven points
I down with nine minutes
I to go, Richmond snatched
I an amazing win against
1 Essendon on June l8. The
I Tigers scored 5-2 in
i those nine minutes to win.
c

I . A mystery man claim
1 ing to represent promotors
\of a football betting card,
i offered Tiger fonoard Jack
I Titus £50 to play "dead"
I against South. Titus rc

| ported the approach to the
| committee, played bril
I liantly against South, and
| kicked five goals.

¡ . With 11 goals in the
1 final against Geelong,
I Magpie star Ron Todd
I equalled the record estab
I lished by Harry Vallence
I against Collingwood in the
1 semi-final of 1931.
¡ . Star North Adelaide
| forward Ken Farmer
I reached his 1,000th goal

I reached his 1,000th goal
I after nine seasons. Gordon
I Coventry kicked 1,209 goals
| in l8 seasons.

¡This happened
[in

1938:

| . Grand final attendance
1 of 96,834 wns more than a

g League record. It was the
I largest crowd over to watch
1 a football match of any
¡ code in Australia. Record
I attendance at an Australia
I v. England Rugby League
§ game in Sydney was 70,204
¡ in 1932.

I . By developing district

1 players, Footscray made
¡ the four for the first time
I after 13 years in the
I League. They were the
| first of the three V.F.A.

i clubs admitted in 1925 to
I climb so high.



. Smith's nee forward

Bob Pratt, after a season

out of the Rame through
an ankle injury, returned
as vicc-oaptain.

. Ken Baxter, from Wer-

ribee, who was to become

Carlton's most reliable

forward for 11 years, be-

gan with the Blues.

I

Sfrarof i-heH

season

DICK REYNOLDS
won his third Brown-

low Medal to equal, the

record 0/ Haydn Bun-

ton in 1031-32-35.

Hts ravina s/ ill tu

makma opt nings and

his mspumq tiamplc

helped to Ujt Essendon

¡rom 10í/t to 1th on

the list

O Fans had a surfeit of
thrills on July 23. Four

games out of six were won

by one point - a League
record. They were: Gee-

long, 14-20, v, St. Kilda,
15-13; North Melbourne,
13-18. v. South Mel-
bourne, 14-11; Essen-

don, 17-17, v. Colling-
wood. 17-16; and Mel-

bourne, 9-16, v. Haw-

thorn, 10-9.

© Marcus Boyall (Colling-

wood) and Norman Ware

(Footscray) were joint
winners of "The Argus"
Cup /or best and Jaircst

player oj 1938.

. Magpie's new star for-

ward, Bon Todd, on May
21 kicked 11 goals against
Carlton-nine in the first

half. Yet Collingwood lost

half. Yet Collingwood lost

the match, 17-12 to 19

16. Todd kicked 60 goals
in his- first eight games of
1938-an wvmge of 71 a

match.

. Geelong ran up 19-32

against South Melbourne
on June 9 - a new League
record for behinds. Pre-

vious record tally, also by
Geelong, was 21-31 in

1934.
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wos won
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